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TRUMMERY ROUND TOWER, COUNTY ANTRIM. 



Drawn Iff J. C. :r/tl ■ 



In describing this interesting monument of antiquity 
we shall have occasion to mention the old church. These 
ruins are forty-eight feet long by fifteen, inside. They, 
indeed, present nothing worthy of notice with regard to 
architecture. The west gable is almost entire, in which 
was the only window the church possessed, having a high 
pointed arch. The door was near the centre of the 
south side, as a broken choked up archway clearly 
demonstrates. A few feet of the east gable only remains, 
to which is attached the ruin of a small apartment, cross- 
ways ; this was, perhaps, a confessional, though tradition 
says a vault or crypt. Behind the gable, at its junction 
with the corner of the church, rose the tower, a cylinder 
of graceful proportions, about sixty feet high, tastefully 
crowned with a cupola, curiously raised on a frame of 
basket-work, the rim of which had fitted the circum- 
ference, the diameter being nearly five feet ; over the 
frame was spread a deep covering of mortar, in which 
were closely laid thin flags of limestone, regularly de- 
creasing in breadth from the wall up to the centre, 
forming a light and firm arch ; over this was a covering 
of mortar, well paved with coarse limestone gravel ; 
lastly, a coat of strong cement completed the crown. 
There were two great entrances into the tower — the 
first, a low, narrow, strong archway of red freestone, 
opening on the south, through which you first enter 
the church ; at the east gable a door led to the apart- 
ment alluded to, and from thence into the tower. The 
second entrance or doorway was right over the archway, 
about five feet high by three wide, handsomely cased with 
yellow and red freestone,* at the height of six feet from 
the floor. 

• The church and tower must have been built about the 
same period, as large portions of the same freestone are in- 
4M*mainately used throughout the work of both— the J 
eaudltr pieces ustd for what masons o*U hearting tfct wall, j 
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To the right of the arch, as you entered, several stones 
connected with the wall inside, led up to the dour. A 
few feet from the ground were two loop holes, one <lue 
east, the other north west, well cased with freest*; ut. 
About three feet under the crown were two square holes, 
east and west,*" over each jutted a flag of freestone, for 
the purpose of preventing the rain that fell on the crown 
trickling down and injuring the ends of an oak beam 
that crossed the tower : the beam fell in the memory of 
two respectable men yet living in the neighbourhood, it 
was called the bell tree. About the middle of the tower, 
inside, were some square holes, but from their scattered 
situation they could not have served the purpose of 
joists. The outer work of the tower was of undressed, 
but well-chosen land stones— that rule by masons 
called breaking the joint, quite neglected — yet the inside 
wrought with the strictest order, and a considerable 
quantity of freestone used ; perhaps this has led some 
into an error, who have asserted the tower was com* 
posed of a double wall, but it was no more than the 
common thickness of such works, scarcely three feet. 

In the adjoining townland, at a short distance, was the 
Fort of Innislochlin, which commanded the oft disputed 
pass of Kilwarlin; it is said this fort was garrisoned by 
an army in 1641: about equi-distant is the hamlet of 
Soldierstown, which had a barrack, in that year, for : ; two 
companies of foot soldiers and a troop of horse.'. Tradi- 
tion says, those troops, bringing some field pieces to an 
adjoining eminence, beat down the church; from the situa- 
tion of the tower there was no possibility of escape, con- 
sequently a great breach was made in the side next the 
church, but only in the outer half of the tower wall? 

Nature, as if willing to hide the breach from the eye 
of the curious visitant, bestowed on it a strong covering 



There were two others facing ths nort&and south. 
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of wy, which gave it a truly romantic appearance ; 
about tvyeri^ years past a -wretch wantonly cut the roots, 
tli e ivy died, and tearing it off for fuel many of the 
stones were loosened ; these were beat out by mischiev- 
ous boys, still loosening others till the breach almost met 
round; yet a few straggling stones seemed struggling to 
support the mighty mass, until the latteTend of October, 
1S28, a thoughtless youth beat out' these supports; a 
short time after, this venerable monument of antiquity, 
that for generations arrested the eye of the traveller, 
became, what it now appears, a heap of ruins, 

Johk Roggan, 
Ladies'* Bridge, near Moira, 



FOSSIL BEER. 

Sia — In the seventh number of our Journal a short ac- 
count of the Fossil Deer, in the Dublin Society, is given. 
A more enlarged account of it haying fallen into xny 
hands, I thought many of our readers would be pleased 
nth it, particularly as we feel a degree of national pride 
chat our native institutions, for the encouragement, of the 
arts and sciences," should have been theiirst public body in 
Europe to obtain a perfect skeleton of one' of the most 
remarkable animals that ever existed. 

" A subject of infinite importance to the science of 
comparative anatomy has been recently made in the dis- 
covery o£ a complete skeleton of this stupendous ani- 
mal, by the Rev. ; Mr. Wray Maun sell, Archdeacon of 
Limerick, The valley in which the remains were 'found 
contains about twenty plantation acres,: ana; the soil con- 
sists of a stratum of peat* about a fooVthick | immedi- 
ately under this a stratum of sbell rriarl, varying from 
one and a half to two and a half feet in thickness. Jn 
this many of the shells retain their original cplout and 
figure, and are not marine. Under the marl there is a 
bed of light blue clay ; through this one of the work- 
men,_emp!oyed in digging out the remains, drove an iron 
rod^ in several places twelve feet deep, without meeting 
any opposition. Other bones were found with marl, 
eight in all; in one place two heads were found, with 
the antlers entwined in each other, and immediately 
under them a large bone ; in another a large head was 
discovered, and, although a most diligent search was 
made, no part of the skeleton found within some hundred 
yards ; in another the jaw bones were found, and not the 
head. 

"The archdeacon, in a letter on this subject he lately 
addressed to the Right Hon. C. Knox, Vice-President of 
the Royal Dublin Society, in whose museum the skeleton 
is placed, says — * A question naturally arises how it hap- 
pens that the fossil remains of no other animals were 
found. When the same fate (the deluge) overwhelmed 
every living creature, could deer have been the only 
living beings at that period ? "Was Ireland part of a 
continent wfcen'this catastrophe occurred? and were 
these unfortunates the first emigrants to our isle, from 
that great centre from whence the globe was supplied 
With occupants ? and did they perish before other ani- 
snals, less influenced by enterprize, and less endowed with 
physical strength, could have followed their example.' ■"' 
Yours, <fcc. ■ W.-T. W. 



HUNTING IN THtf HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND. 

The Highlands of Scotland are famous for their abun- 
dance of Game of all kinds— hares, partridges, snipes, 
mo or fowl, &c. Foxes are also • numerous, aii cl co mm it 
great devastation among the immense flocks of sheep, 
s%$ 1 $pi ch that part of Scotland is covered* The 
^%Wte)S8 r ? sfciU ^mous for their great dexterity in 
WSSSSu M%$m*$$ employ to obtain a proper op *' 
SKteWfJdWflBS #i4Sf^gu soniLewnat remarkable ; 
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reader must not imagine that the deer spoken of are the 
same as those termed in England "the fallow deer;" the 
deer I speak of are not confined to any particular spot 
by water, or the works of art, but roam at large on the 
mountains as every other kind of wild game. Some, 
times there are large herds of them seen together; and 
it has. often been remarked that there are generally a few 
on the watch' to give the alarm to the rest, if they per, 
ceive i any object capable of injuring them. Now the 
great art rests in approaching the deer without being dis, 
covered. To effect this, the Highland sportsman, ^heu 
he is unluckily seen, remains immovable in the very same 
position as when first spied by the animal; not stirring 
in the smallest degree any part of his body. Perhaps he 
must be obliged to rest in this situation for a consider* 
able space of time, and always until the deer, being de- 
ceived, draws his eyes from him ; because not perceiving 
any motion of the hunter, he considers him to be some 
common inanimate body, from which he needs not ap. 
prehend any danger. Sometimes the sportsman is' per- 
ceived by the deer, when crossing a .stream,. perhaps up 
to the waist in water ; and if he wants, to gain his point, 
he must remain there till the animal does not distinguish 
the deception. In this manner he is obliged to conduct 
himself with the utmost precaution and circumspection, 
till he arrives W'ithin shot of his object, when he seldom 
fails doing execution— the Highlanders being naturally 
excellent marksmen. The most frequent places to find 
the deer are in the Tallies and narrow passes of the 
mountains;: they hunt them sometimes with a kind of 
very large dog, of the greyhound species, remarkable for 
its strength and swiftness/ I have often lieard that when 
tne fdrrner is pursued so close as to be in danger of be* 
j iSg overtaken: by the latter, he courageously turns about 
and fights his enemy, till he is either shot by some of the 
huntersTor' killed by the dog alone ; and that despair hag 
been known to'arm him with sufficient resolution to at 
tacit the sportsman himsein It is ■observable, that the 
deer constantly adhere to the tract of the wind, and 
the Highlanders know how to take advantage of this cir- 
cumstance. 

The chieftains hunted formerly in the following mas* 
ner :— -Several distinguished chiefs met at a proper spot, 
Their vassals and clansmen, a part of whose feudal duty 
it was to attend upon such parties, appeared in such num. 
bers as amounted to a small army. These active assist- 
ants spread through the country far and near, forming a 
circle, technically called tincliel, which, gradually closing, 
drove the deer in herds together towards the glen where 
the chiefs and principal sportsmen lay in wait for them. 
In the meanwhile these distinguished personages rested 
among the ilowery heath, wrapped up in their plaids— a 
mode of passing a summer's night on such occasions by 
no means unpleasant. For many hours the mountain 
ridges and passes retained their ordinary appearance of 
silence and solitude, and the chiefs, with their followers, 
amused themselves with various pastimes, in which the 
joys of the shell, as Ossian has it, were not forgotten.- 
" Others apart sat on a hill retired, 1 ' probably as deeply 
engaged in the discussion of politics and news, as Milton's 
spirits in metaphysical disquisition. At length signals 
of the approach of game were descried and heard,- 
Distant shouts resounded from valley to valley as the ys- 
rious parties of Highlanders, climbing rocks, struggling 
through copses, wading brooks, anol traversing thickets, 
approached more near and near to each other, and com- 
pelled the ' astonished deer, with the other wild animals 
that fled before them, into a narrow circle. Every nor 
and then the report of musquets was heard repeated by a 
thousand echoes. The baying of the dogs was soon added 
to the chorus. At length the , advanced parties of the 
deer began to shew themselves; and as the stragglers 
came bounding down the pass by two or three at a timet 
the chiefs shewed their skill by distinguishing the fattest 
deer, and their dexterity in bringing them down w 
their guns. ■ ''■'■ [: \ 

But now the main body of the deer appeared at the 
J ieac * .of.thejyler^ compelled .into -a very narrow^coifl^ 
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